GenAlI Application Guidelines

1. Authorship and Al Tools
e Al cannot be listed as an author: Generative Al tools (e.g., ChatGPT, DALL-E) do
not meet authorship criteria, as they cannot take responsibility for content, declare
conflicts of interest, or manage copyright.
o Human accountability: Authors retain full responsibility for all content, including Al-
generated text, images, or data.
2. Transparency and Disclosure
e Mandatory disclosure: In the introduction to the article, authors must state:
e Which Al tools were used (e.g., "ChatGPT-4").
e The purpose of their use (e.g., language editing, data visualization).
e The extent of Al involvement (e.g., "generated draft paragraphs").
e Prohibited non-disclosure: Failure to declare Al use may result in manuscript rejection
or post-publication retraction.
3. Acceptable Uses of GenAl
o Language refinement: Grammar correction, syntax improvements, or stylistic edits.
o Data visualization: Al-generated charts/images are permitted if data sources are cited
and outputs are verified.
o Idea generation: Brainstorming research frameworks or hypotheses, provided human
authors critically evaluate and finalize ideas.
4. Prohibited Uses of GenAl
o Fabrication: Al must not generate false data, references, or conclusions.
o Plagiarism: Al-generated content without proper attribution violates ethical standards.
e Misrepresentation: Presenting Al output as original human intellectual work is strictly
forbidden.
5. Peer Review and Editorial Process
o Reviewers: Must disclose Al use during peer review. Al tools cannot replace critical
analysis.
o Editors: Cannot use Al to generate decision letters or summaries of unpublished
research.
Basis: COPE Guidelines “Authorship and Al tools”

https://publicationethics.org/guidance/cope-position/authorship-and-ai-tools



